The Weekly Rector's
Message
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

SUNDAY, 18 September 2022
Birthdays, Verse of the Week, A Message from the
Rector, Announcements, Reaching out to the
Community, Sunday Worship, Creative Angels Recipe,
Resources for Spiritual Growth

BIRTHDAYS IN THE WEEK AHEAD
O God, our times are in your hands: Look
with favor, we pray, on these your servants
as they begin another year. Grant that they
may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your goodness all
the days of their life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
·
·
·

Ciara Prezuhy
DJ Marsh
Harvey Mangal IV

STAY CONNECTED
VISIT THE WEBSITE: Here you can find a
video of the Sunday service as well as the
bulletin and the sermon.
https://www.messiahgwynedd.org/
VIEW THE CALENDAR
CLICK HERE FOR CALENDAR
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday 9:30-2:30

IN CASE OF A PASTORAL
EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS
Should you have an urgent need to contact
the Rector outside of Church Office hours,
please use his cell phone: 215-692-2667.

From the Rector:
How Much Time? – author unknown
Time seems to come in little boxes.
Each box is called a day.
Thirty boxes make a carton – called a
month.
A shipment of twelve cartons makes a
year.
On January 1, we get a new shipment
– twelve cartons.
What a lot of time to have!
We are rich in time.
But are you sure you received a full
shipment?

SUNDAY HAPPENINGS
8:00am: Holy Eucharist
9:30am: Holy Eucharist with music

FOLLOW US!!
RESOURCES FOR
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

What if your subscription time ran out
during the year?
What if you opened a carton and
found empty boxes?
No more time! No more time!
But you may have a full shipment this
year.
And you may have more shipments in
the future.
Yet, will you say “I have no time”?
That is a strange remark.
People who say “I have no time”
always have time.
Those who have no time are dead.
The dead do not mention their lack of
time.
Only the living say “I have no time.”
All have the same amount of time –
24 hours a day, or none.
The difference is how we use our
time.
When we say we have no time for
something,
We mean that the “something” is not
important enough.
We have to spend our time.
It won’t keep in a bank –
Not even with a time lock on the vault.
When you say you have no time for
church or to serve Christ,
You are saying that you would rather
spend your time in other ways.
Of course, you don’t want it to sound
that way.
You want to say “I’ll give more time to
God later when I have more.”
But are you sure you will have more
time?
What if your next box is . . . empty?

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
OUTREACH

Announcements
Cemetery WorkdayOctober 1, 9:00-12:00 – Bring you
rakes, clippers and hedge shears! And
join Warren Tudgay, Bob Brown and
others as we tidy up the church
cemetery. Overgrown shrubs are
obscuring some of the gravestones,
weeds need to be pulled from the
gravel walkways, and twigs and small
tree limbs need to be gathered up and
discarded. Coffee, juice and donuts will
be available throughout the morning.
The more the merrier and quicker the
work!

Fall Book Discussion
SURVIVING STORMS:Finding the
Strength to Meet Adversity
by
Mark Nepo
Thursday’s 2:00p.m. via Zoom
September 29; October 6,13,20;
November 3,10
We live in a turbulent time. Storms are
everywhere, of every size and shape. And
like every generation before us, like every
soul's journey on Earth, we must learn the
art of surviving storms, so we can help
each other endure. In his new book,
spiritual teacher and poet, Mark Nepo,
explores the art and practice of finding the
strength to meet adversity by using the
timeless teachings of the heart.
This book, just published on September 6,
2022, carefully describes the heart's
process of renewal and connection. This
spiritually practical book points to an inner
exploration we each must map for
ourselves, though there are common
passages along the way. Once the rubble
clears, we, like those before us, are
inevitably called to build the world one
more time,admitting that we need each
other.
To register contact the Rev. MaryJo
Melberger-revmjmelb@verizon.net by
September 26,2022
Amazon purchase price $24.99

(Hardcover);$12.99 (kindle)

BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM –
THE PATRIARCHS: Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob & Joseph
7 Sessions – Tuesday evenings:
October 25th-December 13th – 7:008:30pm
Three major world religions – Jew,
Christian, Muslim – trace their history
and lineage back to the patriarchs and
their wives and families recorded in the
Book of Genesis. Join us as we explore
these stories of promise, mystery,
intrigue, sibling rivalry, family
dysfunction and relationship with God.
To register for the class and receive a
Zoom invitation, contact the rector at
rector@messiahgwynedd.org.

Church
School
September 18!!

begins

The first day of church school will be
September 18th!! All children ages 3-12
are invited to attend!! Children ages 2 and
under are invited to stay in our nursery!
We will be meeting upstairs in the Parish
Hall at 9:30. Children will be returning to
the church service during the Peace. We
are looking forward to a great year!

Photos for Social Media
We frequently take photographs in and
around the church that may appear on
our social media account, website and
print materials. If you do not wish to be
in photos, please contact Tiffany
Reichley in the church office, and we
will be sure to respect your wishes!

DIOCESAN DEACONS SPONSOR

BOXERS, BLOOMERS
COLLECTION

&

BRIEFS

One of the most requested items from people in need
is clean, new underwear. Really, why should anyone
be without? Recognizing this need, along with the fact
that many are too shy to ask, the deacons of our
diocese are collecting Boxers, Bloomers and Briefs.
And here at Messiah, we are supporting this
worthwhile effort.
Here is how you can help:
Purchase a pack or two of underwear in your
size, style, and gender. Then, do so for your
spouse. Maybe even buy some in the size of
your children, or your Uncle, or even Grandma.
This should provide a rich diversity of styles and
sizes for distribution.
Bring your donation to church and place it in the
collection baskets located in the narthex.
These will be transported to the diocesan offices,
combined with contributions from other parishes
across the diocese, and distributed through
homeless shelters and other agencies
throughout Philadelphia and the seven
surrounding counties.
With your help, well over two thousand pairs of blue
jeans were collected in congregations across the
diocese and distributed by the diocesan deacons last
fall. With the continued support of the parishes, the
deacons are hoping to collect ten thousand pairs of
boxers, bloomers, and briefs. Let's really show our
love and generosity for others, and provide a bit of
dignity to those who need it the most. Thank you for
your participation, support and generosity!

Volunteers
for
church
school and nursery
We are looking for volunteers to help
with
our
church
school/nursery
programs during the 9:30 service.
Even just volunteering once a month
would be helpful!! This is a vital
ministry, and we really need help!!
Please contact Tiffany Reichley if you
are
interested
in
helping:
tmreichley@gmail.com.

ANNOUNCEMENT
INVITATION TO BAPTISM … CONFIRMATION
… RECEPTION … REAFFIRMATION

Are you …
An adult or teen who wants to be baptized?
An older teen or adult interested in
confirming the vows made on your behalf
at your baptism?
Wanting to be officially received into the
Episcopal Church from another Christian
denomination?
Merely interested in learning more about
the Church’s history, sacraments and
creeds, and exploring your own spiritual
needs and calling?
If you answered “yes” to any of these
questions,
then this fall’s Sunday Adult Forums are for
you!
Those adults and teens interested in being
presented to the Bishop for baptism or
confirmation, being received into the Episcopal
Church, or publicly reaffirming their faith are
invited to meet with the Rector for six
consecutive Sundays, beginning October 2nd
and running through November 6th. Classes will
begin after the 9:30am Eucharist, convening at
11:00am in the Guild Room, and run for 90
minutes, adjourning at 12:30pm.
If interested:
Enter your name on the sign-up sheet
located in the narthex;
Speak with Fr. Marsh or call the parish
office;
Join us for six weeks for the first steps on a
new faith journey!

We're Hiring a Videographer
As many of you know, the recording of the Sunday
morning services has become a vital ministry at
Messiah. We are now looking to make the ministry
permanent and hire a part-time videographer. We want
to extend a huge THANK YOU to Sam Fogel, who has
graciously VOLUNTEERED his Sunday mornings for
the entire summer to record the services for
us. However, Sam will be returning to college soon, and
we want to make sure that we have someone to take
over for him. If you can please spread the word to any
interested candidates, we would greatly appreciate it! A
detailed job description can be found on the
website. Please direct all interested candidates to
contact the church office.

SECURITY SYSTEM TO BE
INSTALLED
A parishioner’s very generous gift
has enabled Messiah to realize a
long overdue upgrade to the
security of the campus and
buildings. Beginning in the next
couple of weeks, the exterior
lighting will be upgraded, as well
as more secure entry and locking
hardware installed on the church,
parish hall and Belfry Bargains
doors. These upgrades will greatly
increase the security of the
congregation, staff and all those
using the church spaces. While the
individual wishes to remain
anonymous, we want to send out a
huge thank you to the parishioner
who made the donation to cover
these costs possible. We will all be
safer as a result.

Sunday Worship
MULTIPLE WAYS TO JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP
Thanks to the wonders of modern technology and the hard work of several parishioners, we
are able to offer a variety of ways to participate in Sunday services:
IN-PERSON – 8:00 and 9:30
LIVE-STREAMED - the 9:30 service will be broadcast on YouTube – follow the link
posted on the church website (messiahgwynedd.org)
WEBSITE – at the close of the service, a video will be posted to the parish website
(messiahgwynedd.org) for viewing at a time convenient for you

Reaching Out to the Community
SUPPORT MANNA ON MAIN STREET
We Continue to Collect & Deliver NonPerishable Items
As you do your weekly shopping, please pick up some nonperishable food items, toiletries and cleaning supplies. These

donations can be left on the back pew of the church or left
outside the Rector’s office door. These will then be delivered to
Manna to stock their shelves for distribution to meet clients’
needs.


Church School News
Church School will resume on
September 18th!! Children ages 3-12
are invited to join!
We will be meeting upstairs in the
Parish Hall at 9:30am on Sundays.
The Nursery will be available for
children 2 and under.

YOM News

Creative Angels
We’re coming upon apple season. I’m sure that, like me, you are
looking forward to all sorts of fall apple recipes. I enjoy making
this very easy apple sauce to serve as a side with many dishes!
Enjoy!
Barbara
8 - 10 large cooking apples, peeled, cored, chunked
1/2 cup water
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup to 1 cup sugar

Cover and cook in a slow cooker for 8 - 10 hours on low heat.
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